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THORNBURY TOWN COUNCIL              4/23 
     

Minutes of the Meeting of the Open Spaces Committee  
held on 23 May 2023 at 7:30pm  

in the Council Chamber, Town Hall 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
 Councillors present:  Cllr Helen Harrison (Chair) 

Cllr Chris Bloor 
Cllr Danny Bonnett 
Cllr Fiona Deas 
Cllr Phil O’Rourke (item 8 onwards) 
Cllr John Reynolds 

 
 Officers present:  Wendy Sydenham (Deputy Clerk) 
 
 Non-Councillors present: None 
     
 Absent:   Cllr Simon Johnson 
     Cllr Kath Greenman 
     Cllr Chris Davies 
            

OS2324.01  TO CONSIDER ANY APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
  

Apologies were received from Cllrs Simon Johnson, Kath Greenman and Chris Davies that 
they would be absent, and Cllr Phil O’Rourke that he would be late. 
 

OS2324.02 TO RECEIVE ANY MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

Helen Harrison declared an interest in relation to item 11 of the agenda as a member of 
Thornbury Baptist Church. Cllr Harrison had made a request in writing to the Deputy Clerk 
in advance of the meeting to be granted a dispensation to participate in a vote relating to 
item 11. Without this dispensation, there was concern that the vote could not take place 
due to the meeting not being quorate. The Committee considered this request and 
RESOLVED to grant a dispensation to Cllr Harrison to remain in the meeting and vote in 
relation to item 11. 
 
Cllr Danny Bonnett declared an interest in relation to item 11 of the agenda as a member 
of Thornbury Baptist Church. 
 

OS2324.03 TO ELECT A VICE CHAIR OF THE COMMITTEE 
 

Cllr Danny Bonnett was nominated and seconded for the role of Vice Chair of the 
Committee. There were no other nominations. It was RESOLVED that Cllr Danny Bonnett 
become the Committee Vice Chair. 

 
OS2324.04 TO RECEIVE ANY REPRESENTATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

 
There were no representations made from the public. 
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OS2324.05 TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 
ON 21.03.23 
 
 It was RESOLVED to approve and sign the minutes of the meeting of the Open Spaces 
Committee held on 21.03.23. 

OS2324.06 TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON ISSUES RELATING TO THE PROVISION OF A SANDPIT AT THE 
MUNDY PLAYING FIELDS AND CONSIDER QUOTES FOR INSTALLATION 
 
It was RESOLVED to proceed with the installation of the sandpit (as per details set out in 
the Officer Briefing) with contractor selection delegated to Officers. 
 

OS2324.07 PAY AND PLAY SYSTEM ON THE PUBLIC TENNIS COURTS AT THE MUNDY PLAYING FIELDS 
(COURTS 7 & 8) 
To consider the results of the online consultation 
 
The results of the online consultation survey were considered and noted by Committee. 
 
To consider recommendations to be made to the Finance & General Purpose Committee 
regarding fees for the pay and play system 
 
It was RESOLVED to recommend to the Finance and General Purpose Committee that the 
following are adopted for use of the tennis courts under the pay and play system: 
a) The standard fee will be £5 per court per hour 
b) The reduced fee will be £3 per court per hour (for users with a lower income – as per 
details set out in the Officer Briefing) 
c) An annual membership/subscription will not be offered 
 
To note granting of s106 funds to cover costs relating to the pay and play system, including 
path works (and new goal posts to Poulterbrook) 
 
The Committee noted the granting of s106 funds (as per details set out in the Officer 
Briefing). 

OS2324.08 TO CONSIDER QUOTES FOR VARIOUS PATH WORKS AT THE MUNDY PLAYING FIELDS 
 
It was RESOLVED to proceed with path works at the Mundy Playing Fields, as per the quote 
received from Cheltenham Surfacing who were selected as the contractor.  
 

OS2324.09 TO CONSIDER A REQUEST FROM ST MARYS CHURCH HOLY MOWERS TO PURCHASE A 
COMPOSTING BIN 
 
This item was deferred to a future agenda when more information would be available.  
 

OS2324.10 TO CONSIDER A REQUEST FROM THORNBURY TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB TO INSTALL A 
STORAGE SHED BY THE PAVILION AT THE MUNDY PLAYING FIELDS 
 
It was RESOLVED to recommend to the Mundy Playing Fields Trust that Thornbury Town 
Football Club be permitted to erect a storage shed to fit on the existing hardstanding 
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behind the toilet block at the Pavilion, subject to the conditions set out in the Officer’s 
Briefing.  
 

OS2324.11 TO CONSIDER A REQUEST FROM THORNBURY BAPTIST CHURCH TO HOLD AN 
AFTERNOON COMMUNITY EVENT ON OAKLEAZE GREEN ON WEDNESDAY 26 JULY 2023 
 
Cllr Danny Bonnett left the meeting for the discussion and vote on this agenda item. It was 
RESOLVED to give permission to Thornbury Baptist Church to hold their event on Oakleaze 
Green. 
 

OS2324.12 TO CONSIDER A REQUEST FROM THE THORNBURY FIREWORKS COMMITTEE TO USE THE 
MUNDY PLAYING FIELDS TO HOLD THEIR ANNUAL EVENT ON SATURDAY 4 NOVEMBER 
2023 AND TO CONSIDER DELEGATING AUTHORITY TO THE CLERK TO GRANT PERMISSION 
IN FUTURE YEARS 
 
It was RESOLVED to give permission to Thornbury Fireworks Committee to hold their event 
on the Mundy Playing Fields. It was further RESOLVED to delegate authority to the Clerk to 
grant permission in future years, with the proviso that should there be any significant 
changes in the future to the event itself or to the Mundy Playing Fields as a venue, the 
request should be brought back to the Committee.  
 

OS2324.13 TO RESOLVE UNDER THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 THAT THE 
PUBLIC AND PRESS BE EXCLUDED FROM THE MEETING DURING CONSIDERATION OF THE 
FOLLOWING ITEMS OF BUSINESS AS PUBLICITY WOULD BE PREJUDICIAL TO THE PUBLIC 
INTEREST BECAUSE OF THE CONFIDENTIAL NATURE OF THE BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED 
 
It was RESOLVED to exclude public and press from the meeting for item 14. 
 

OS2324.14 TO CONSIDER FORMALISING LICENCE ARRANGEMENTS RELATING TO TENNIS COURTS 7 & 
8 AT THE MUNDY PLAYING FIELDS (commercially confidential negotiations) 
 
It was RESOLVED to accept and sign the agreement as circulated. The Committee was then 
advised that this should be in the form of a recommendation to the Mundy Playing Fields 
Trust for their consideration and the Committee RESOLVED to agree to this 
recommendation being made. (Correction note – post-meeting it was noted that the 
existing Management Agreement between the Town Council and the Trust allowed for the 
Committee to resolve to do this without it needing to be referred to the Trust for their 
consideration.) 
 

OS2324.15 TO NOTE DATE OF NEXT MEETING – TUESDAY 25 JULY 2023 (CHANGED FROM PREVIOUS 
DATE OF TUESDAY 18 JULY 2023) 
 
The date of the next meeting was noted as Tuesday 25 July 2023. 
 
 

 

 


