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THORNBURY    
TOWN COUNCIL                                                                                 2/10 

 
REPORT of the meeting of the Environment 

Committee held 23 February 2010 
________________________________________ 

 
 Present: Cllrs:  Guy Rawlinson (Chairman) 
   Chris Clifford 
   Benj Emmerson 
   Clare Fardell  
   Helen Harrison  
   Clive Parkinson 
   Phyllida Parsloe 
   
   
  Allan Burberry (Avon Wildlife Trust)                         
  Judith Hurford (Tree Warden) 
  Alan Vizard (Composting Site and Thornbury Rambling Club) 
  Elizabeth Vooght (Sustainable Thornbury) 
   
 
  Mrs S Richardson (Deputy Town Clerk) 
 
  

 
________________________. 

  
 
1.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 
There were no apologies 
 
2. MATTERS ARISING FROM LAST REPORT 
  
. 
(b)  Turning Off of Unnecessary Lighting 
 
Andy Porter of South Gloucestershire Council, was in attendance so this item was 
taken as first business 
 
It was agreed that in future this item be referred to as Part Night Lighting. 
 
Andy Porter informed members that he would have drawings of the proposals for 
Thornbury in May, having already consulted with the necessary authorities. Following 
this he would invite a couple of members to look at the proposal before it went to public 
consultation which he hoped could be brought forward to June or July as members 
were eager to progress the project. Finally Andy gave assurances that the proposals 
could be changed at any stage. 
 
Members expressed their thanks to Andy Porter who then left the meeting. 
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(a)   Provision of Allotments 
 
South Gloucestershire Council was still investigating the area to plan where the various 
facilities would be accommodated on the proposed land. 
 
Members were informed that the two areas outside Thornbury that had been earmarked 
for allotments were now, for various reasons, on hold. It was felt that the majority of 
allotment holders would prefer to have their site in walking distance as driving would 
defeat the object for the majority. 
 
Cllr Phyllida Parsloe agreed to approach the Council of Trustees for Camp Hill with 
regard to some of their land that may become available at  Oak Hill Farm.  
 
 (c )  Making Thornbury Greener 
 
(i) Solar Photovoltaic Panels on Town Hall 
 
Following a meeting of the Greener Thornbury Group, Cllr Clive Parkinson had 
discussed the provision of Solar Photovoltaic Panels with the clerk and her deputy who 
had agreed to progress the matter. Since this meeting Cllr Clive Parkinson had 
discovered that the necessary grants etc for the project were now no longer available. It 
was agreed that the deputy clerk investigate further grants.through the Severn Wye 
Energy Group  
 
(ii) Cutting 10% of Emissions in 2010  
 
Cllr Clive Parkinson had discussed with the clerk and her deputy this matter and they 
had agreed to ask all staff to consider ways that emissions could be cut in their 
particular areas. 
 
Members asked that only half the council chamber lights be used during meetings in 
line with the 2010 emissions cuts. 
 
(d) Highway Works 
 
(i) Uneven paving Slabs – NatWest Bank 
 
A meeting had been held with South Gloucestershire Council to discuss the 
replacement paving slabs that would be used outside the NatWest Bank. Unfortunately 
Dan Wicks of South Gloucestershire Council had only been able to obtain two samples 
and all concerned agreed to await further samples before making a decision. 
 
 
(ii) Castle Court Highway 
 
Members were informed that this area of highway would now be added to  a candidates 
list as it had received full prioritisation scores and would now be considered when 
compiling the annual and three yearly programmes. 
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(iiii) Proposed Works to be Carried Out by South Gloucestershire Council  In Next 
Financial Year 
   
Council’s proposed list of works to be carried out by South Gloucestershire Council  had 
been forwarded to Owen Jenkins and a reply had been received from Peter Walley 
listing the programme details for all the identified areas, The information had been 
emailed with the agenda and was noted. 
 
(e) RUPPS 
 
There was no further progress on this item, 
 
(f) Christmas Cards 
 
Members were informed that a stock take on the unsold cards revealed that there were 
1166 cards of various designs left. After much discussion it was agreed to sell the cards 
four for the price of one, starting in September at the Town Hall Open Doors with 
proceeds to be given to the Mayors Charity Fund. 
 
Cllr Clare Fardell agreed to contact Alan Jones of Thornbury Camera club with a view to 
their taking photos and producing a card to be sent from members and staff. 
 
(g) Seat on Streamside Walk 
 
The deputy clerk reported that South Gloucestershire Council  were now willing to pay 
for the cost of the licence and it was hoped that it would be granted soon. 
 
(h) Provision of Cycle Racks In Upper High Street 
 
There was nothing to report on this item. 
 
(i) Trees on Poulterbrook 
 
Information had been received of a woodman on Hackett Hill who would be willing to 
take the wood if it was logged. The deputy was asked to investigate the possibility of 
outside staff cutting the tress etc. It was also agreed that Terry Ray who was the 
contact with the woodman be asked to attend the next committee meeting. 
 
(j) Big Spring Clean 
 
After some discussion it was agreed to clear the area at Streamleaze Green and if time 
allowed Vilner Lane. The event would take place on Sunday 18th April meeting at 
Streamleaze at 10.00am. 
 
Litterbusters had issued an invitation to council to attend their spring clean which would 
take place on Saturday 30th March meeting in Rock Street Car park at 10.00am. 
 
 
3.    MATTERS IN PROGRESS 
 
 
(a)  Schedule of Minor Matters  
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A schedule of minor matters dealt with since the last meeting had been circulated with 
the agenda. 
 
(b) Signs Streamside Walk 
 
The deputy clerk reported that she would be meeting in the near future with Jon Walsh 
the tutor at Castle School who would be leading the project. 
 
(c) Strategic Infrastructure Consultation Event 
 
Cllrrs Clare Fardell and Phyllida Parsloe attend the meeting and briefed members. Cllr 
Clare Fardell agreed to obtain a summary of the event as published by South 
Gloucestershire Council . The information was noted. 
 
(d) Draft Town Centre Action Plan Tasks 
 
Finance & Policy had considered the tasks from the draft Town Centre Action Plan and 
allocated the following to Environment committee. 
 
(i) Provide adequate maintenance and refurbishment schedules, sufficient litter  

collection, appropriate signage and street furniture. The action needed was to 
liaise with South Gloucestershire Council with an on going timeframe. 

 
(ii) With Sustainable Thornbury, town centre business and other organisations to 

lead by example by implementing energy saving practises and other 
Environmentally friendly schemes. The action needed was to give presentations 
to the Chamber of Commerce and other local businesses by December 2010. 
 

After some discussion it was agreed to allocate the task to two small groups, Cllrs 
Phyllida Parsloe and Clive Parkinson would investigate point (i) while the Greener 
Thornbury group would investigate point (ii).  
 
4. OPERATIONAL REPORT 
 
(a)  Operational Matters  
 
The deputy clerk asked members if they wished to carry out a volunteers evening this 
year. After some discussion it was agreed to hold the event on Monday 29th March at 
7.30pm in the Council Chamber. Each group invited would be asked to give a short 
presentation on their group’s activities.  
 
(b) Community Composting Site 
 
Alan Vizard reported that the site was still collecting a large amount of money from the 
sale of wood and that the members wished to give it back to the community. He asked 
committee if they could think of any groups who dealt with green issues who might 
benefit from their donation. Members suggested the tree strategy group for more tree 
planting and Christmas lights who were in the process of replacing all lights with low 
energy efficient bulbs which was a costly procedure.  
 
 (c) Fillmore Woods 
 
Allan Burberry reported that the stream was flowing well down Vilner Lane and that 
there had been no flooding. 
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(d) Tree Wardens Report 
 
A report by the Tree Warden was tabled. Judith reported that several new trees had 
been planted but there would be no more until next season. 
 
Members were informed that residents at the Hacket whished to take part in the RHS 
Neighbourhood Awards. Work would include pruning coppicing and development of a 
wildlife area on land opposite the church at the Hacket but in order for the tree warden 
to carry out this work she would need a licence and requested that Town Council obtain 
this for her. It was agreed that council would investigate this and Judith was asked to 
contact Chris Cox of South Gloucestershire Council for further information 
 
5. CORRESPONDENCE 
 
(a) English Heritage Open Doors 
 
Open doors this year would be from Thursday 9th September until Sunday 13th 
September, members agreed to join the event again this year and open the Town Hall 
as in previous years. 
 
(b) Resident in Prowse Close – Removal of Seat 
 
A letter had been received from a resident in Prowse Close whose property backed on 
to Streamside Walk. He requested that members remove the seat on this stretch as it 
was a site without a litterbin where the youth collected leaving litter and creating a 
disturbance. 
 
The deputy clerk informed members that she had informed Tony Blackmore the PCSO 
who was aware of the problem and he would talk to the resident.  
 
After some discussion it was agreed not to request that South Gloucestershire Council 
move the seat in the first instance but that the deputy clerk inform the antisocial 
behaviour officer and also ask the Castle School Sixth Form Council for their comments 
on how to keep the area litter free. A request should also be put to South 
Gloucestershire Council to re-site a litterbin in the area. 
 
(c) South Gloucestershire Council – Environmental Forum Meeting  
 
Members were informed that there would be an Environmental Forum Meeting on 
Wednesday 10th March  at Ridgewood  Conference Hall commencing at 7.00pm. On 
the agenda there was an item on Part Night Street Lighting which would be of interest. 
The information was noted. 
 
(d) Avon Wildlife Trust – Programme of Events 
 
The programme of events had been circulated with the agenda and the information 
noted. 
 
(e) South Gloucestershire Council  Public Transport Forum  
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Funding for bus services running through Thornbury were considered at the forum. 
Members requested that South Gloucestershire Council  be informed that Thornbury 
would not wish to see any reduction in the services that would affect the town. 
 
 
 
(f) Avon Wildlife Trust – Invite to 30th Avnniversary  
 
An invite to celebrate its 30th Birthday had been received from Avon Wildlife Trust. The 
information was noted. 
 
6. Schedule of Publications 
 
The schedule of publications received had been circulated with the agenda for 
information. 


