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THORNBURY  
TOWN COUNCIL          02/10 
 
 

REPORT of the Meeting of the Playing Fields 
and Cemetery Committee held 25th February 2010 

___________________________________________ 
 
 

Present:  Cllr: Lesley Jones (Chairman) 
 
   Cllrs:  Chris Clifford 
    Phyllida Parsloe 

Judith Payne (Town Clerk) 
Jim Woodford (St. Mary’s Church) 
 

Absent : Cllr : Penny Baker 
 
 
 
The meeting being inquorate, it was agreed to proceed in an advisory capacity only. No formal 
decision could be made and all recommendations would have to be ratified by Council at its 
meeting on 30thMarch 2010. 
 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
The following apologies had been received:- 
 
   Cllrs:  Gill Brooks (Other Meeting) 
    Clive Parkinson (Family Commitment 

Guy Rawlinson  (Out of Thornbury) 
         
2. MA TTERS ARISING FROM LAST REPORT  
 
(a) St. Mary’s Closed Churchyard  
 
Jim Woodford reported that the security improvements to the shed were now complete and expressed 
thanks to Chris Davey for all his work constructing a substantial new framework for the building. 
Chris Davey has also paved an area in front of the shed. 
 
It was anticipated that the mowing rota would be finalised next week. Members expressed their 
gratitude to Jim Woodford for all the years that he had been part of the mowing team at the 
churchyard and asked him to convey their thanks to all the other volunteers. 
   
(b) Skatepark – Draft Lease 
 
There was no progress to report on this matter.  It was agreed to remove this item from the agenda 
until further correspondence was received from South Gloucestershire Council 
 
(c) Proposed Play Area – Eastland Avenue/Park View Avenue 

 
There was nothing further to report at this time. It was anticipated that the matter would be progressed 
with Tina Rainey when Phase Two of Playbuilder Scheme became operational in April 2010. The 
information was noted 
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(d) Club Thornbury - Thornbury Sports Project 
 

 (i)      New Changing Rooms 
 
  A letter had been received from Toni Watola, Chairman of Club Thornbury, seeking 

 Council’s confirmation that it was willing to enter into a lease agreement with South 
 Gloucestershire Council for the portion of land next to the Sea Cadets facility. Members 
 agreed in principle to the request and stated that the responsibility for the cost of the 
 lease needed clarification.  This matter would need ratification by Council at its next 
 meeting on 30th March 2010. 

  
 (ii)     Thornbury Town Football Club – Suggestions for Improvements at the Mundy Playing  
  Fields  (This item was taken as first business) 
 
  Representatives of Thornbury Town Football Club had been invited to the meeting to 

clarify the points raised in the Club’s letter that had been considered at the previous 
Committee Meeting. 

 
  The Chairman welcomed Adrian Hawkins and Steve Tweed of Thornbury Town 

Football Club to the meeting and asked if the Club had achieved any success in seeking 
funding for improvements to the Pavilion from the Gloucestershire Football Association 
(GFA). Mr. Hawkins reported that representatives of the Club had met with Gary 
Probert of the GFA and had been advised that grants were available from the Football 
Stadia Improvement Fund. These grants were awarded for upgrading facilities to the 
standard required by the league within which a particular team played. 

 
  Members of Thornbury Town Football Club were in the process of obtaining costings 

for all the improvements referred to in their letter. These costings would be submitted to 
the GFA who would then advise the Club which funding sources to apply to for each 
individual project. 

 
  Items raised by the Football Club in its letter were discussed as follows:- 
 
   (i) It was agreed that a ramp should be constructed for disabled access into 

  the pavilion and it was anticipated that this could be undertaken by  
  Council’s outside staff. 

 
   (ii) The lights in the referees’ changing room were very poor and the Clerk 
    agreed to investigate the matter and install extra lighting if required. 
 
   (iii) The Club was responsible for the maintenance of the bars around the 

  number one pitch and would be carrying out repairs to them at the end of 
  the season. 

 
   (iv) The Club’s request to plant a hedge between the two pitches was  

  considered and members agreed in principle to the request on condition 
  that the hedging plants were of an indigenous species such as beech. 

 
   (v) The construction of a small stand for spectators at the rear of the pavilion 

  toilet block adjacent to the No.1 pitched was not opposed provided the 
  stand could be made secure when not in use. 

 
   (vi) Members were advised that the proposed floodlighting would only be 

  used on a Saturday afternoon between 4 and 5pm in the winter months 
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  and for the occasional evening game. It would also be available for other 
  hirers of the facilities. 

 
 Members agreed in principle to all the improvements suggested by the Football Club subject 

to full consultation with Council prior to the commencement of any of the proposals and 
subject also to all necessary funding being in place. 

 
 Mr. Hawkins and Mr. Tweed also stated that if Council wished to make a start on clearing the 

trees at Poulterbrook members of the Football Club would be willing to help with the 
clearance. 

 
 (e) Construction of Electricity Substations at the Mundy Playing Fields 
 
The Clerk had nothing further to report on this matter. 
  
(f) New Play Equipment – Mundy Playing Fields 
 
The working group had met and suggested that in addition to the installation of a roundabout already 
agreed at a previous meeting, a cantilever swing also be purchased. The Clerk produced brochure 
copies of the proposed equipment and advised members that the total cost for the purchase of the two 
pieces of equipment and installation would be £15,229.00 plus VAT.  
 
It was agreed that the roundabout and cantilever swing be purchased. 
 
Members were advised that the chains for the disabled swing had been received but unfortunately the 
bolts that secure the chains to the seat could not be removed without cutting a section out of the back 
of the seat. The Clerk had contacted the distributor, GB Sport and Leisure, and the Sales Manager was 
now in discussion with the American manufacturer. 
 
(g) Car Park Improvements 
 
The filling of the potholes with concrete now seemed to be impractical as it was apparent that the 
concrete would crack around the perimeter of the pothole and become a future hazard. Scalpings were 
now being used to fill in the potholes and this practice would continue until major repairs could be 
carried out. 
 
(h) New CCTV Equipment Funding – Mundy Playing Fields 
 
The Clerk reported that she was hopeful of obtaining funding for the equipment.  The information was 
noted. 
 
(i) Ditches at Cemetery 
 
The Cemetery Superintendent had cleared as much of the ditch as possible by hand but the hire of a 
digger was now necessary to complete the task.  The information was noted. 
  
 
3. MATTERS IN PROGRESS 
 
(a)  Replacement Street Lighting Columns 
 
A request had been received from Central Networks to replace the two wooden poled street lights in 
the Chantry Field which illuminate the lane running between Church Road and Gloucester Road with 
concrete posts. This work will be in undertaken in conjunction with the replacement of overhead with 
underground cables.  Members had no objection to the proposals. 
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4. OPERATIONAL REPORT  

 
(i) Since the last meeting the cemetery had accommodated six burials and three 

interments of cremated remains. The information was noted. 
 
   

5. CORRESPONDENCE 
 
There was no correspondence to report 
 
 
 
 


